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As sons of couple killed at Zoar Valley 


heal, family vows to keep memory alive 


By Maki BECKER 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Linda Kornowski put out two 
empty settings at her Thanksgiv- 
ing table: one for her son, William 
J. Green III, and the other for her 
daughter-in-law, Amanda Green. 

The Greens were hiking with 
their two young sons, Jacob and Al- 
exander, in the Zoar Valley on Aug. 
20 when the Buffalo family fell 
into the gorge. Both parents died. 
Alexander, 4, was badly hurt. Erie 
County sheriffs deputies found 
Jacob, 7, walking along the gorge 


Jacob Green, 7, and his brother, Alexander, 
4, took balloons to the grave of their mother, 
Amanda Green, on her birthday. 


floor with a broken ankle and arm. 

Jacob spent about a week and 
a half at Women & Children’s Hos- 
pital and Alexander spent a month 
there. The boys noware living with 
Kornowski and her husband. The 
boys are going back to school and 
figuring out how to go on without 


their parents. 


Thanksgiving was the first big 
holiday since the accident, and the 
boys’ family knew it would be a 


tough one. For all of them. 


“We'll try to keep it as normalas 


See Tragedy on Page A13 


Two routine 
operations 
in two days 
left two dead 
at Mercy Hospital 


By ROBERT J. MCCARTHY / NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


James Keane 


Ellen Feeney 


Lawsuits claim the South 
Buffalo facility failed to follow 
proper protocols that would have 
averted major complications and 
deaths from what should have 


been minor surgeries 


he line of people 
snaked deep into the 
parking lot of Canaan 
Funeral Home in 
Orchard Park back on the 
afternoon of Dec. 21. 

Most of the hundreds of 
mourners paying their re- 
spects that day veered into the 
right line, where the family of 
James P. Keane gathered near 
his casket. He was the former 
South Council member and 
deputy county executive with 
along career in politics who 
died at age 70 on Dec. 19. 

Some in line that afternoon 
turned left into another room 
for the wake of Ellen Schuta 
Feeney. She was known for 
helping the developmentally 
disabled, and was 61 when she 
died Dec. 17. 

Now, lawsuits filed in State 
Supreme Court suggest why 
Keane and Feeney - both liv- 
ing normal lives a few days 
earlier — were lying in Ca- 
naan’s viewing rooms. 

They died within about 45 
hours of each other in South 
Buffalo Mercy Hospital after 
surgery performed by different 
doctors on Dec. 14 and 16. Both 
suffered perforated bowels 
during operations considered 
routine and minor. And both 
died from the sepsis that re- 


sulted, the lawsuits allege. 

The separate pieces of liti- 
gation claim that both patients 
would be alive today if Mercy’s 
doctors and nurses had recog- 
nized the signs of sepsis, which 
occurs when the poisons of a 
punctured bowel spill into a 
patient’s system — eventually 
shutting it down. 

Attorney James J. Kelle- 
her, a South Buffalo native 
now practicing in Florida, has 
joined a suit filed on behalf of 
his sister-in-law - Margaret 
Keane. She is the widow of Ke- 
ane and also a retired deputy 
commissioner of the Buffalo 
Fire Department. 

Kelleher serves in the suit 
“of counsel” with attorney 
Donald P. Chiari of the Brown 
Chiari Law Firm, who is rep- 
resenting both the Keane and 
Feeney families. 

Both suits name Mercy 
Hospital and its parent agency 
- Catholic Health. 

The Keane litigation also 
names Drs. Kenneth H. Eck- 
hert III and Michael P. Rade, 
as well as Surgical Associates 
of WNY, with which they are 
affiliated. 

The Feeney family suit 
names Dr. Carlos Santos and 


See Deaths on Page A13 


Once ubiquitous, 
Kushner adopts 
a lower profile 


President’s son-in-law still involved 
in projects showing promise of impact 


By SHARON LAFRANIERE, 
MAGGIE HABERMAN 
AND PETER BAKER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON -Ata senior 
staff meeting early in President 
Trump’s tenure, Reince Prie- 
bus, then White House chief of 
staff, posed a simple question to 
Jared Kushner: What would his 
newly created Office of Ameri- 
can Innovation do? 

Kushner brushed him off, 
according to people privy to 
the exchange. Given that he 
and his top lieutenants were 
paid little or nothing, Kushner 
asked, “What do you care?” He 
emphasized his point with an 
expletive. 

“OK,” Priebus replied. “You 
do whatever you want.” 

Few in the opening days 
of the Trump administra- 
tion dared to challenge Kush- 
ner’s power to design his job 
or steer the direction of the 
White House as he saw fit. But 
10 months after being given free 
rein to tackle everything from 
the federal government’s out- 
dated technology to peace in 
the Middle East, the do-whatev- 
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er-you-want stage of Kushner’s 
tenure is over. 

Kushner, the president’s 
son-in-law and senior adviser, 
who had been in seemingly ev- 
ery meeting and every photo- 
graph, has lately disappeared 
from public view and, accord- 
ing to some colleagues, taken 
on a more limited role behind 
the scenes. He is still forging 
ahead on a plan to end the con- 
flict between Israel and the Pal- 
estinians, a goal that has elud- 
ed presidents and diplomats 
for generations, and he has 
been credited with focusing 
attention on the government’s 
technological needs. But he is 
no longer seen as the primary 
presidential consigliere with 
the limitless portfolio. 

The new White House 
chief of staff, John F. Kelly, has 
proved less permissive than his 
predecessor. A retired four-star 


See Kushner on Page A12 
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Robert Chambers plays a keyboard at Holy Angels Church, 
where he has been the organist for more than 70 years. 


Church organist finds 
the keys to happiness 


By Mary Kunz GOLDMAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Holy Angels Church, which 
has towered over Porter 
Avenue since 1875, was built 
to last. 

The church’s organists are, 
too. 

Robert Chambers, Holy 
Angels’ current organist, has 
been on the job for 70 years. 
In October, he announced his 
retirement, effective at the 
end of this year. But his fellow 


parishioners have been trying, 
with some success, to persuade 
him to rethink that decision. 
After all, if Chambers retired, 
it would mean the end of an 
era. His mother, Frances, held 
the job before he did. She was 
appointed organist in 1912. 
That is well over a century’s 
worth of “Holy God, We Praise 
Thy Name,” all played by an 
organist named Chambers. 
Not to mention Latin hymns. 


See Organist on Page A12 
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